AJDrtHrtl 


\ 


Borough 


of  CreWe 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer 
of  Health 
1947 


Heads,  Printers,  " Chronicle  " Office,  Congleton 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 

State  of  Public  Health 


IN  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  CREWE 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1947 

BY 


J.  D.  INGRAM,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  D.M.R.E., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BOROUGH  OF  CREWE 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE,  1947 


Chairman : 

Alderman  J.  SMITH,  J.P.,  O.B.E. 

- Members : 

HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR  (Councillor  R.  PEACH) 
Alderman  W.  R.  FOULKES,  J.P. 

„ W.  C.  WHITE,  J.P. 

Coun.  A.  BLOSS  Coun.  A.  KLEMPT 

„ A.  E.  BOOTH  „ S.  ORWELL 

„ A.  BROOMHALL  „ Mrs.  E.  N.  POMFRET 

„ J.  T.  COYNE 
„ Mrs.  E.  G.  ELKS 


„ J.  S.  HOBSON 


W.  RIGBY 
E.  T.  ROBERTS 
Mrs.  F.  E.  WHITE,  J.P. 


3 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE,  1947 

Chairman : 

Councillor  Mrs.  F.  E.  WHITE,  J.P. 

Members : 

HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR  (Councillor  R.  PEACH) 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.  POWELL 


ff 

J.  SMITH,  J.P.,  O.B.E. 

ff 

W.  C.  WHITE,  J.P. 

Coun.  A.  BLOSS 

Coun.  A.  KLEMPT 

„ A.  E.  BOOTH 

„ J.  A.  MADELEY,  J.P. 

Mrs.  E.  G.  ELKS  „ S.  ORWELL 


„ C.  E.  ELSON 

„ Mrs.  E.  N.  POMFRET 

„ T.  G.  HOLMAN 

„ C.  WELCH 

Co-opted  Members: 

Mrs.  ALCOCK  Mrs.  BUXTON  Mrs.  GARNER 

„ BLOSS  „ EVANS  „ LEEKE 


Mrs.  PATRICK 


4 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 


A — Medical 

J.  D.  INGRAM,  M.D..  D.M.R.E.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health.  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Maternity- 
Home  and  Isolation  Hospital  (whole  time). 

CHRISTINA  R.  LAING,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

A.  A.  GEMMELL,  M.C.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.  (Liverpool), 
Consultant  for  Obstetrics. 

R.  H.  RICHMOND,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S.  (Stoke-on- 
Trent)  ; and 

J.  GARDINER  WIGLEY,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
(Chester),  Consultants  for  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

BRUCE  MACLEAN,  M.D.,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
(Newcastle,  Staffs.),  Consultant  Physician,  Isolation 
Hospital. 

B — Others 

H.  Y.  STAZICKER  (1,  2,  3,  4,  5),  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Inspector  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Acts  (whole  time). 

R.  E.  PLATT  (1,  2,  5),  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time). 

C.  BENNETT  (1,  2,  3),  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time). 
W.  HAZELDINE  (1),  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time). 

D.  W.  COOKE  (1,  2),  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time). 

W.  S.  ASTAI.L,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant  (whole 
time). 

E.  WHEELER,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant  (whole 

time). 

(Returned  from  H.M.  Forces  29/9/47). 

(1)  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  (Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint  Board,  or  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute). 
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(2)  Meat  & Food  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

(3)  Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and 
Public  Works  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(4)  Smoke  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

(5)  Testamur  of  the  Institute  of  Public  Cleansing. 

j 

Health  Visitors  and  Nurses 

M.  ROUEN  (6,  7). 

E.  WILSON  (7). 

E.  BROOM  (7,  8). 

J.  S.  REID  (6,  7),  Appointed  1/5/1947. 

G.  WILLIAMS  (6,  7),  Appointed  1/5/1947. 

(6)  Certificate  Central  Midwives  Board. 

(7)  General  Trained  Nurse. 

(8)  Health  Visitors’  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Clerical  Staff 

R.  W.  LEACH  and  Miss  E.  SHEPLEY,  Medical  Officer’s 
Department. 

T.  C.  SIMPSON,  R.  S.  BAKER,  A.  J.  LAWTON,  J.  A. 
BROOKES  (Temporary)  Left  Service  31/1/1947;  J. 
A.  TROW  (transferred  to  Garage  and  Workshop), 
Sanitary  Department. 

Isolation  Hospital 

Matron  (D.  WILLIAMS),  Nurses,  Maids,  Porter, 
Assistant  Porter. 

Maternity  Home 

Matron  (G.  PLATT),  Sister,  Nurses,  Maids. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committees. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
following  report  on  the  health  conditions  which  prevailed  in 
the  Borough  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1947. 

Area. 

4,414  acres. 

Population. 

Census  1931,  46,061.  Estimated  1947,  51,360. 

Number  of  Houses. 

Census  1931,  12,298.  Estimated  1947,  15,283. 

Rateable  Value. 

£275,171. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate. 

£1,080. 

Births. 

Male  Female  Total 


Live  Births : Legitimate  502  475  977 

Illegitimate  28  17  45 

Total  ...  530  492  1022 

Still  Births:  Legitimate  17  11  28 

Illegitimate  — 11 

17  12  29 


Total  ... 
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The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  in  all  births  was 
4.3%.  This  percentage  is  a fairly  average  one  and  suggests 
that  the  great  increase  in  the  percentage  of  illegitimate  births 
which  commenced  in  1939  and  reached  its  highest  level  in 
1946  of  7.1%  has  now  ended. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  20.4.  This 
rate  is  made  up  of  live  birth  rate  19.9,  still  birth  rate  0.5. 

The  birth  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was  21.0  per  1,000 — 
Live  birth  rate  20.5,  still  birth  rate  0.5. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  after 
corrections  have  been  made  for  outward  and  inward  transfers 
was  664 — male  345,  female  319.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  of 
the  population  was  12.9,  a slight  increase  on  the  rate  of  12.3 
in  1946. 

The  death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  of  12  per  1,000 
shows  a similar  rise. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Number 
M F 

Cause  of  Death 

Number 
M E 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 



Pneumonia 

14 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

5 

4 

Polio-encephali  tis 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

3 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

Diarrhoea,  &c  (under  2 vrs) 

1 

2 

Svstem 

11 

7 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

5 

3 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

6 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

3 

1 

Nephritis 

10 

10 

Influenza 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

Cancer 

37 

44 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

5 

Prematurity 

7 

7 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular 

Birth  injuries,  Con.  Mai.  Deb. 

12 

6 

Lesions 

48 

49 

Suicide 

5 

3 

Heart  Disease 

103 

96 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

3 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

14 

6 

Other  Violence 

7 

2 

Bronchitis 

28 

20 

All  other  causes 

18 

21 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  during  the  first  year 
of  life  was  51 — male  26,  and  female  25.  Of  these  deaths  2 
males  and  3 females  were  illegitimate,  the  remainder  were 
legitimate.  The  Infantile  Mortality  was  49.9  per  1,000  live 
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births.  The  legitimate  Infantile  Mortality  was  47.1  and  the 
illegitimate  Infantile  Mortality  was  111.1.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  in  England  and  Wales  was  41. 

Of  the  infant  deaths  8 occurred  within  the  first  week,  24 
during  the  first  month,  34  in  the  first  three  months,  42  before 
the  end  of  six  months,  47  before  the  end  of  nine  months,  and 
51  before  reaching  1 year. 

The  causes  of  these  infant  deaths  were : — Prematurity, 
debility  or  marasmus  15,  Congenital  malformations  9, 
Broncho-pneumonia  14,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  4,  Asphyxia 
from  bed  clothes  3,  Injuries  at  birth  3,  Convulsions  1,  Measles 
1,  Lobar  pneumonia  1. 

Deaths  of  infants  from  infection,  of  the  lungs  in  par- 
ticular, have  been  unduly  numerous  in  1947.  Deaths  from 
developmental,  ante-natal  and  natal  faults  which  usually 
account  for  the  majority  of  infant  deaths  have  on  the  other 
hand  been  exceptionally  low. 

Since  many  of  the  deaths  under  1 month  are  due  to  the 
same  causes  which  result  in  stillbirths  they  may  be  combined. 
The  resulting  rates  show  the  loss  per  1,000  births  both  live 
and  still.  To  lessen  the  effect  of  the  variations  inevitable  in 
dealing  with  small  numbers,  the  figures  for  the  last  three 
years,  1945,  1946  and  1947  have  been  combined  and  for  com- 


parison  the  corresponding  figures 

for  1916, 

1917,  1918 

1919  are  also  given. 

1916—19 

1945 — 47 

Total  live  and  still-births  

. 3319 

2935 

Mortality  from  still-births  .. 

. 36.7 

31.3 

Mortality  in  first  month  

. 35.5 

24.0 

Mortality  rest  of  first  year  .. 

. 46.7 

23.8 

Total  loss  per  1,000  births  .. 

. 112.9 

79.4 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Home  Nursing. 

The  Borough  of  Crev/e  District  Nursing  Association 
employs  two  state  registered  Queen’s  Nurses  and  one  part 
time  assistant  nurse. 
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During  the  year  they  attended  228  cases,  making  in  all, 

5,371  visits. 

Midwives. 

The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  Borough  is  20. 
of  this  number  4 are  on  the  staff  of  the  Municipal  Maternity 

Home. 

Laboratory  Work. 

During  the  year  the  following  specimens  were  examined 
in  the  Municipal  Laboratory  : — 

Positive  Negative  Total 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli  18  ...  265  ...  283 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  — ...  3 ...  3 

Other  specimens  — ...  4 ...  4 

During  the  year  184  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined 
under  the  County  Council’s  Scheme,  of  which  21  were  positive 
and  163  were  negative. 

Medical  Examinations. 

During  the  year  29  persons  were  medically  examined  ; 23 
were  new  appointments  to  the  Corporation  staff  and  6 were 
applicants  for  taxi  drivers’  licences. 

Moral  Welfare. 

The  Council  contributes  to  the  Crewe  and  District 
Association  for  Prevention  and  Rescue  Work.  The  Associa- 
tion maintains  the  St.  Hilda  Home,  71,  West  Street,  Crewe, 
and  deals  with  moral  welfare  in  Crewe  and  the  surrounding 
area. 

During  the  year  outside  attention  was  given  to  124  women 
and  girls,  while  63  girls  and  13  babies  passed  through  the 
Home. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Corporation  maintains  four  ambulances,  two  for  noil- 
infectious  cases  and  two  for  infectious  cases.  The  number 
of  journeys  during  the  year  was  1,649  and  the  distance  covered 
39,661  miles.  In  addition,  26  calls  covering  536  miles  were 
undertaken  by  private  hire  cars,  the  Nantwich  or  Rolls  Royce 
ambulances. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

This  is  held  each  Wednesday  afternoon  in  the  Ludford 
Street  Centre.  During  the  year  17  expectant  mothers 
attended. 

Maternity  Home. 

During  the  year  271  women  were  admitted.  Of  these 
one  was  not  delivered  before  the  end  of  the  year  and  another 
was  transferred  to  a general  hospital  before  delivery.  The 
remaining  269  were  delivered,  51  (19%)  by  a doctor  and  218 
(81%)  by  the  midwives  of  the  Home.  The  number  who  had 
engaged  a doctor  was  233  (86.6%),  the  remaining  36  (13.4%) 
were  midwives’  cases. 

Midwives  cases  can  attend  at  the  Home  for  ante-natal 
supervision  and  during  the  year  made  252  visits — an  average 
of  7 visits  each. 

Medical  assistance  was  sought  in  13  cases,  in  12  on  behalf 
of  the  mother  and  in  1 for  the  infant.  The  reasons  for  sum- 
moning medical  aid  were  : — Lacerations  8,  Uterine  inertia  2, 
Ante-partum  haemorrhage  1,  Disproportion  1,  Poor  general 
condition  of  infant  with  jaundice  1. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  was  12.3  days. 

Of  the  babies  born  4 were  still-born,  a stillbirth  rate  of 
14.8  per  1,000. 

The  causes  of  these  still-births  were Impacted  face  1, 
difficult  breech  1,  prematurity  1,  in  the  fourth  case  the  cause 
is  unknown,  death  having  occurred  before  admission.  Of 
those  born  alive,  two  died  before  discharge,  the  cause  was 
prematurity  in  each  case,  one  lived  10  minutes,  the  other 
one  day. 

One  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  occurred  which  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  11  cases  (4.1%)  the  infant  was  not  entirely  breast  fed, 
in  7 of  these  the  fault  lay  with  the  nipples  which  were 
deformed  or  flattened,  in  the  remaining  4 cases  the  condition 
of  the  mother  was  the  cause. 


Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 
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H ome  Visiting. 

At  the  time  of  the  first  visit  53.6%  of  the  babies  were 
entirely  breast  fed,  5.4%  were  partly  breast  fed  and  41%  were 
entirely  artificially  fed.  These  figures  show  an  appreciable 
increase  in  breast  feeding,  the  percentage  fed  entirely 
artificially  being  6.7%  less  than  in  1946.  The  artificial  foods 
used  were:  dried  milks  91.4%,  liquid  milk  8.6%. 

The  number  of  babies  entirely  breast  fed  at  3 months  of 
ag'e  had  fallen  to  6.2%,  while  at  the  age  of  6 months  only 
2.9%  were  entirely  breast  fed. 

The  percentage  of  babies  sleeping  alone  was  98.6  at  the 
time  of  the  first  visit. 


Welfare  Centres. 

There  are  two  Welfare  Centres,  one  in  Ludford  Street 
and  the  other  in  Stalbridge  Road.  Each  is  held  once  weekly. 

At  the  Ludford  Street  Centre  317  infants  attended,  mak- 
ing 2,277  attendances  and  having  980  consultations  with  the 
doctor.  The  corresponding  figures  at  the  Stalbridge  Road 
Centre  were  284,  2,812  and  841. 


Foster  Children. 

The  number  of  foster  children  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  7.  Each  receives  special  attention  and  has 
been  well  looked  after. 


Orthopaedic  Work. 

The  Orthopaedic  Centre  is  run  in  conjunction  with  the 
Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  The  number  of  children 
under  school  age  who  attended  was  74. 
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INFECTIOUS 

Prevalence. 

The  numbers  of  cases  of 
notified  during  the  year  were 


Scarlet  Fever 135 

Diphtheria  27 

Erysipelas  10 

Pneumonia  7 

Measles  784 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  45 
Other  forms  of 

Tuberculosis  30 


DISEASES 

notifiable  infectious  diseases 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  7 

Acute  Poli-encephalitis  2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ...  9 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Whooping  Cough  97 


Scarlet  Fever. 

The  type  of  case  has  continued  to  be  very  mild  with  few 
complications. 


The  mon 

thly  notifications 

were : — 

Tan  7 

April 

10 

July 

14 

Oct. 

10 

Feb.  5 

May 

18 

Aug. 

10 

Nov. 

17 

March  8 

June 

15 

Sept. 

9 

Dec. 

12 

Diphtheria. 

The  mon 

thly  notifications 

were : — 

Jan. 

April 

2 

July 

1 

O.ct. 

2 

Feb.  5 

May 

5 

Aug. 

1 

Nov. 

1 

March  4 

June 

— 

Sept. 

2 

Dec. 

4 

Of  the  cases  notified  12  were  considered  to  be  diphtheritic 
infections,  the  remainder  being  due  to  other  throat  infections. 


During  the  year  the  number  of  children  immunised  for 
the  first  time  was  685  of  whom  420  were  under  school  age. 
The  number  re-immunised  was  756. 

The  ages  of  children  protected  against  diphtheria  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  were : — 


0—1 

13 

4—5 

43 

8—9 

47 

1—2 

294 

5—6 

78 

9—10 

19 

2—3 

78 

6—7 

24 

10—11 

20 

3—4 

35 

7—8 

22 

11  & over 

12 

14 


Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis. 

Crewe  escaped  lightly  in  the  epidemic  which  prevailed  in 
the  late  summer  and  autumn.  Apart  from  the  two  cases  of 
encephalitis  who  died  and  one  child  who  recovered  with  a 
small  degree  of  paralysis,  the  diagnosis  in  the  other  6 cases 
of  poliomyelitis  must  be  considered  doubtful.  One  interesting 
case,  an  adult  man,  had  complete  paralysis  and  loss  of  sen- 
sation up  to  the  level  of  the  5th  dorsal  segment;  this  case  was 
probably  an  attack  of  disseminated  sclerosis. 

Isolation  Hospital. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
cases  treated  in  the  hospital  during  the  year: — 


« 

In  Hosp. 
31/12/46 

Adm. 

Disch. 

Died 

In  Hosp. 
31/12/47 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

8 

123 

121 

— 

10 

Diphtheria  

3 

27 

26 

— 

4 

Erysipelas  

— 

1 

1 

— 

. — 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1 



1 



Cerebro-spinal 
Fever  

9 

6 

3 

Polio-encephalitis 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

2 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  Crewe  comes  from  two  sources, 
both  of  which  supply  water  from  deep  wells.  One  is  situated 
at  Whitmore  and  the  other  at  Eaton.'  The  Eaton  supply 
was  taken  over  by  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water 


15 


Board  from  the  Corporation  and  supplied  during  the  year 
302,912,000  gallons.  The  Whitmore  ^upply  belongs  to  the 
L.M.  & S.  Railway  Company  and  supplied  317,550,000  gallons 
to  the  town.  In  addition  the  Railway  Company  supplies  water 
directly  to  744  houses  which  are  its  own  property. 

The  supply  from  the  Eaton  well  is  chlorinated  at  its 
source  and  both  supplies  are  regularly  subjected  to  chemical 
and  bacteriological  tests. 


The  following  analyses  show  the  comparison  of  the  two 
supplies,  the  quantities  being  expressed  as  parts  per  100,000 : — 


Eaton 

Whitmore 

Supply 

Supply 

Total  solids  

18.4 

20.0 

Combined  chlorine  

1.45 

1.6 

Total  hardness  

13.5 

12.0 

Temporary  hardness  

12.8 

9.2 

Permanent  hardness  

0.7 

2.8 

Toxic  metals  

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrous  nitrogen  (nitrites)  

Nil 

Nil 

Xitric  nitrogen  (nitrates)  

0.05 

0.20 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  (26.7  C) 

Nil 

0.08 

pH  

7.6 

6.8 

In  both  waters  bacilli  of  the  Coli-aerogenes  group  have 
been  absent  in  all  samples  examined. 

All  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  directly  from  the 
mains.  None  are  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

During  the  year  3,794  yards  of  water  mains  and  1,680 
yards  of  drains  or  sewers  were  laid. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

The  number  of  closets  of  each  type  in  the  Borough  at  the 


end  of  the  year  was: — - 

Water  Closets  15208 

Waste  Water  Closets  943 

Pail  Closets  210 

Privv  Middens  5 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

11  motor  vehicles  (including  2 spare  vehicles)  are 
employed  on  the  collection  of  household  refuse  and  trade 
refuse,  in  addition  to  1 for  the  collection  of  nightsoil  and  2 


in  connection  with  refuse  disposal. 

Tons 

Amount  of  household  refuse  collected  9,906 

Trade  refuse  collected  1,208 

Total  refuse  collected  by  the  Department  ...  11,114 


1,113  tons  of  shop  and  factory  refuse  were  also  brought 
to  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works  for  disposal,  making  a total 
of  12,227  tons  of  refuse  dealt  with  during  the  year.  83.9%. 
of  the  total  refuse  passed  through  the  works  while  the 
remainder  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

The  estimated  amount  of  nightsoil  collected  during  the 
year  was  155  tons. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 


No.  of  Notices  Result  of  Prosecutions 
Served  Notices  Served 


<L> 


Nature  of  Inspections  made  * 

1 

| Informal 

Statutory 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

Remaining 

in 

Hand 

Instituted 

Pending 

1 Dwelling  Houses  (PH  Act) 

409 

186 

43 

190 

I 

39 

2 Dwelling  Houses  (Housing 

Act) 

429 

344 

163 

251 

256 

3 Back-to-back  Houses 

... 

4 Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ... 

15 

2 

2 

5 Verminous  Houses 

201 

6 

5 

11 

6 Privv  Pails,  Ashpails,  etc. 

411 

289 

150 

249 

190  ... 

7 Courts,  Yards  & Passages 

14 

8 House  Drains  ... 

885 

49 

63 

i 12 

9 Ditches  and  Watercourses 

40 

16 

13 

23 

6 ... 

10  Offensive  accumulations  ... 

17 

...  ! ... 

11  Keeping  of  Animals 

23 

12  Offensive  Trades 

10 

12 

12 

13  (a)  Slaughterhouses 

943 

(b)  Other  places  where  food 

i 

is  prepared  or  sold 

1796 

... 

14  Piggeries 

14 

1 

... 

1 

...  i 

15  (a)  Cowsheds  ... 

293 

97 

97 

(b)  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

258 

16  (a)  Factories  (Mechanical 

Power) 

248 

4 

3 

1 1 ... 

(b)  Factories 

(No  Mechanical  Power) 

65 

... 

(c)  Workplaces... 

209 

1 

... 

i ! ... 

(d)  Outworkers... 

1 

17  Bakehouses 

238 

43 

43 

18  Common  Lodging  Houses 

49 

2 

2 

19  Shops  under  Shops  Act  ... 

41 

1 

1 

...  i 

20  Smoke  Observations 

14 

... 

21  Infectious  Diseases 

i 

(Enquiries  and  Re-visits) 

761 

... 

... 

22  Houses  re  overcrowding  ... 

102 

... 

... 

23  Milk  Samples — 

Bacteriological  Exam.  ... 

55 

... 

...  ! ... 

... 

24  Ice  Cream — 

Bacteriological  Exam.  ... 

19 

1 

... 

25  Food  & Drugs  Act 

(including  samples) 

180 

i 

26  Rats  & Mice  Destruction... 

130 

27  Applicants  for  Corporation' 

1 

houses 

433 

... 

... 

28  Miscellaneous  ... 

1107 

...  1 ... 

29  Re-inspections  ... 

1696 

! ...  ■ 

... 

TOTALS 

11106 

1053 

437 

997 

493  | 1 

... 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  12 

Number  of  Council  houses  disinfested  12 

Number  of  other  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  158 
Number  of  other  houses  disinfested  158 


In  addition  to  the  above,  7 houses  were  treated  for  beetles 
and  14  houses  for  ants. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  Corpora- 
tion employees  using  D.D.T.  and  patent  fumigant  solutions. 


Factories  and  Workplaces. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  factories  and  workplaces 
made  during  the  year  was  522. 

16  lists  were  received  from  makers  of  wearing  apparel 
relating  to  three  outworkers. 


Common  Lodging  Houses, 

There  are  three  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough 
and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  who 
used  them  during  1947,  with  comparative  figures  for  the  two 
preceding  years : — 

Adults  Children 


Males 

Females  Males 

Females 

1947  .... 

9,554 

1,862  — 

— 

1946  .... 

9,880 

1,820  — 

— 

1945  .... 

10,839 

1,798  — 

- — 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  following  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the 


Borough 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  3 

Gut  Scraper  1 


There  is  also  1 knacker’s  yard  in  the  Borough. 
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Pigkeepers. 

There  are  52  persons  keeping  pigs  on  premises  in  the 

Borough. 

Rag  Flock. 

Rag  Flock  is  not  manufactured  on  any  premises  in  the 
Borough. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  the  Year. 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  tb)  ). 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority — 

(a)  Permanent  houses  67 

(b)  Temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  . 5 

2.  By  other  local  authorities — 

3.  By  other  bodies  and  persons  22 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

By  the  Local  Authority: 

1.  Under  the  Housing  Act,  1925  — 

2.  Under  the  Housing  Act,  1930  — 

3.  Under  the  Housing  Act,  1936  67 

4.  For  other  purposes  

1.  inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year. 


(1) 

(a) 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
Act  or  Housing  Acts)  

530 

(b) 

Number  of 
purpose 

inspections  made  for  the 

838 

(2) 

(a) 

Number  of 

dwelling  houses  (included 

under  the  sub-heading  (1)  above)  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 


Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925  ..  344 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  429 
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(3) ,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  habitation  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be.  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  344 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers 243 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  163 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  82 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  2 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  43 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : 

(a)  By  owners 24 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  9 
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(C) 

Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

1 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

1 

(3) 

Number  of  undertakings  to  carry  out  works 
in  lieu  of  demolition  accepted  by  the  Council 

— 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a) 

(1) 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 
end  of  the  year  

50 

(2) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

87 

(3) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

469 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 45 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 41 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  3 73 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  — 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Cowsheds. 

The  number  of  cowsheds  occupied  for  the  production  of 
milk  in  the  Borough  at  the  present  time  is  49. 


Inspection  of  Registered  Premises. 

551  inspections  of  registered  premises  were  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year. 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

165  persons  are  registered  to  sell  milk  within  the  Borough. 

Milk  Sampling. 

During  the  year,  55  samples  of  Designated  Milk  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  7 of  which  proved 
unsatisfactory. 


Ice-Cream. 

During  1947,  ice-cream  was  manufactured  at  seven 
premises  in  the  Borough.  One  application  for  the  registration 
of  manufacturing  premises  was  refused. 

19  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  10  proving  unsatisfactory. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Number  of  inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  made 

during  the  year  943 

Number  of  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is 

stored  or  prepared  for  sale 1,796 

Number  of  inspections  of  Bakehouses  163 

The  following  is  a tabulated  statement  of  the  types  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  together  with  particulars 
of  the  diseases  found  necessitating  complete  or  partial  con- 
demnation : — 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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NOTE  * These  figures  include  additional  animals  slaughtered  outside  the 
Borough  but  inspected  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Depot,  Crewe 


WEIGHT— LBS. 
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TOTAL  WEIGHT  195,417  lbs.  or  87  tons,  4 cwts,  89  lbs- 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  during  the  year : — 
Almond  Flavouring  (1);  Anchovies  (1);  Baking  Powder 

(1) ;  Barlova  (1);  Beef  and  Tomato  Paste  (1);  Bicarbonate 
of  Soda  (1)  ; Black  Puddings  (3)  ; Black  Currant  Cordial  Cl)  , 
Borax  (1);  Brandee,  Indian  (1);  Brawn  (2);  Butter  (1); 
Cabbage,  Red  (1);  Cake  & Pudding  Mixture  (1);  Castor  Oil 

(2) :  Cayenne  Pepper  (2);  Cheese  ( 1 ) ; Chest  and  Lung 
Cake  (1);  Cocoa  (1);  Cocoanut  Essence  (1);  Coffee  (1); 
Cooking  Fat  (1);  Epsom  Salts  (1);  Figs  Syrup  (1);  Fish 
Paste  (1)  ; Flour  (1);  Gelatine  (2);  Ginger  ( 1 ) ; Glycerine 
(1);  Gravy  Browning  (1);  Gravy  Salt  (1);  Flam  and  Beef 
Paste  (1);  Herring  and  Tomato  (1);  Horse  Radish  (1); 
Iodine  (2);  Junket  Powder  (1);  Lemonade  Crystals  (1); 
Lime  Cordial  (1);  Lollipop  Ice  (2);  Lemon  Essence  (1); 
McLean  Powder  (1);  Meat  Extract  (1);  Meat  Pie  (2); 
Margarine  (1);  Milk  (74);  Moutarde  Rocambert  (1); 
Mussels,  Dutch  (1);  Oatmeal  (1);  Oats,  Millstream  (1); 
Onions,  dried  (1)  ; Parsley,  dried  (1)  ; Pepper  (1)  ; Pickles  (1)  ; 
Polony  (3);  Pressed  Meat  (1);  Raising  Powder  (1);  Rasp- 
berry Flavour  (1);  Riss,  Parsley  and  Thyme  Stuffing  (1)  ; 
Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing  (1);  Salad  Oil  (1);  Salmon  and 
Shrimp  Paste  (1);  Sandwich  Paste  (1);  Sauce  (2);  Sausage 
(7);  Scone  and  Flour  Mixture  (1);  Semolina  (1);  Smoked 
Herring  Spread  (1);  Spaghetti  in  Meat  Sauce  (1)  ; Sponge 
Mixture  (1)  ; Strawberry  Jam  (1)  ; Stuffing  (1)  ; Sweetening 
Tablets  (1)  ; Table  Salt  (2)  ; Tripe  (2)  ; Vanilla'  Essence  (1)  ; 
Vegetable  Soup  (1);  Malt  Vinegar  (7);  Vitagrains  (1); 
Whisky  1 ; Zinc  Ointment  (1)  ; Curry  Powder  (1).  Total:  180. 

I give  below  particulars  of  the  samples  adulterated  or 
otherwise  not  up  to  standard : — 

Sample  Result  of  Analysis 

Tee  Coloured,  flavoured  and 

Lollipop  slightly  acidified  water 

Milk  6%  added  water 

Milk  2%  deficient  of  Solids- 
not-fat 


Remarks 
No  action  taken 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Vendor  fined  20/-. 

Vendor  cautioned. 
Further  samples 
proved  genuine. 
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Milk 

3%_  added  water 

Vendor  cautioned. 
Further  samples 
proved  genuine. 

Milk 

8%.  deficient  of  its  fat. 

Vendor  cautioned. 
Further  samples 
proved  genuine. 

Polony 

Contained  50  parts  per 
million  of  Sulphur 
Dioxide. 

Informal  sample.  Ven- 
dor cautioned. 

Beef 

Sausages 

35%  deficient  of  its  meat 

Informal  sample.  For- 
mal sample  taken. 

Beef 

Sausages  4%_  deficient  of  its  meat 

Vendor  cautioned. 

Milk 

2%  deficient  of  its  fat. 

Vendor  cautioned. 

Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year  reports  of  rat  infestations  relating  to 
101  premises  were  received  in  addition  to  32  of  mice 
infestation. 

The  number  of  infestations  dealt  with  were : 


Rats 

Mice 

Major  .... 

..  15 

14 

Minor  .... 

...  102 

75 

In  connection  with  surface  infestations,  the  estimated 
number  of  rats  destroyed  was  3,208,  while  the  actual  number 
of  dead  rats  found  in  the  open  was  212.  The  estimated  num- 
ber of  mice  destroyed  was  2,513. 

During  August  and  September,  a maintenance  treatment 
of  the  sewers  was  carried  out.  456  manholes  were  baited 
throughout  the  Borough,  64  takes  of  poison  bait  being 
recorded,  showing  an  estimated  kill  of  360  rats. 

The  Corporation  employ  two  full-time  ratcatchers  and 
the  extermination  methods  employed  are  poisoning,  gassing 
and  trapping. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Nomber 

NUMBER  OF 

PREMISES 

on 

Written 

Occupiers 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3.  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  bv  Local  Authorities 

89 

65 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

to  which  Section  7 applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order  1938 

(b)  Others 

171 

249 

4 

TOTAL 

260 

314 

4 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


PARTICULARS 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.  M.  ! By  H.  M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

4 

3 

2 

3.  The  number  of  outworkers  required  by  Section  110  and 
111  was  2.  These  were  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing 
apparel. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  INGRAM,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


